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Life can be a 
"-

rocky 

'road. T he Challenge 
is not to let it grind 

you into dust, but to 

polish you into a 
brilliant gel11 -J.M.Fogg 

A routine of constant challenge 
builds strong beings, much as a good 
gym workout builds strong bodies. 

. ~ 
Greetings to all of you in Christ's precious name. 

It is June and of course it is school holidays. In the present day context 
bringing up children is by no means an easy task. They grow up in an 
environment of television and InternElt, video games and VCD shows. Many 
are immersed in interactive computer games and comics as well. Many 
therefore may face difficulties in communications, language comprehension 
and expression. To combat this problem, many child psychologists advise us 
to inculcate good reading habits In children as part of their healthy growing 
process. Reading can effect at least 10 positive influence on children . 

1. 	 It nurtures their ability to concentrate. 
2. 	 It stimulates their initiative. 
3. 	 It stimulates their imagination. 
4. 	 It enhances their analyti~11 thinking. 
5. 	 It sharpens their language skill. 
6. 	 It widens their knowledge 
7. 	 It raises their intellectual and moral level 
8. 	 It helps them as a means of release from 

other pressure and establish their self­
confidence. 

9. Enable them to know about and enjoy the various facets of life. 
10. 	 It helps to expose them to other cultures and experiences . 

. . ........ 	 ..
~ ~ 

For all those who regularly surf the Internet, THE 
VINE is now online. ' You can visit our website at 

http://members.truepath.com/vine/ 
.	to download articles and pictures or just read The Vine 
Online. 'nus website is provided free by a Christian 
organisation in the US so there is no cost incurred by 
JCC. 

http://members.truepath.com/vine


or course parents must guide their children in what they read. Robert Benson 
Is a Christian author, editor and publisher. He said his love for books 
stemmed from the influence of his father. Through his father he cultivated his 
love for books. let us be an example ourselves as parents. We should make 
It a point to read some good Christian books regularly. Visit our own church 
library manned by Bro Irwin Kao. There are many good Christian books for 
the family, as well as VCOS and Christian music COS. A good place to buy 
good Christian books is SKS Book Warehouse at Tan Boon list Building, 
level 10. Tel: 2279700. The price Is very reasonable. Another place is life 
Bookstore at Jurong Point Shopping Centre level 3, look out for good 
bargains for their ValuePrint yellow tagged book items. We can also buy 
good Christian books for our children. 

Padul" titOJI'til( r'u 

Editorial 4 
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Besides The Vine Online, The Vine has another new branch just launched on the 4th June, called 

WORSHIP VINE. This is the wor1( c:A the Music Ministry c:A JCC. John and I do not take credit fO( 

this, as it came as a pleasant surprise to us that The Vine has grown another shoot. 


Allin all, JCC now produces 4 newsletters: 
1. The Vine Monthly General 
2. The Links Quarterly MisslonlEvangelism 
3. Worship Vine Occasionally Music 
4. The Vine Online Interactively General 

Keeping my ears to the ground, I hear that we may be merging a\l the various newsletters into 

one. This has it good and bad points. The good point is that there may be mO(e content to fill up 

the pages. The bad point is that members may loose the focus because two c:A these newsletters 

are very focused on a particular ministry c:A the church. 


Someone has actuaHy requested if I could sectlonalize it like The Computer Times c:A the Straits 

Tmes. This is like publishing three newsletters but issuing it on the same day. This suggestion 

may have some merit although it does not serve the purpose c:A merging all the newsletters. 


Here is where your feedback will be helpful to us in the editO(ial committee. Please give us your 

valuable suggestions. 


Myway, great wori( you guys and gals who produced the Worship Vine. Want to join our 

committee? We welcocne the help. 


M.~cheah-

Man may desire to be the best he can be, like running a race in 
competing with time. Nevertheless, our weakest point and greatest pitfall is 
that when we falter, we tend to give in to our problems entirely and never 
again get to our feet and walk. Our worries and anxieties often make us so 
problem-centred that we are loaded with heavy burdens on our shoulders. Our 
problems hinder uS in all that we do and make us lose sight of proper 
perspectives in life. 

The painting you see above is based on the theme "Reaching to Grace 
Eternity". (For the picture in full colour, you may refer to the Vine-On-line) 
Through this painting, I display my thoughts. The elements in the picture 
suggest the basic character of life. We may observe a landscape with a path 
that branches in many directions, passing high ground and low valleys, 
overcoming potholes and reaching for the sky. 

I have used the features of nature to illustrate the reality of life. The 
valleys symbolise the undesirable circumstances, daily unevortainties and 
temptations that present themselves along ollr journey. 

The branching lines illustrate the confusing choices we have to take 
control of our destiny. No matter how life begins, there is always 
accountability to an end eventually. 

The summer-orange sky shows the depth of our life struggles towards 
seeking peace and everlasting happiness. 

In all, my pamtmg sums up life's complexity. There are many 
distractions, but only one way to a sweet destiny at life's journey's end. 

Yap WeeHin 
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Struggle is a part and parcel of life. We struggle in our fleshly efforts 
with our own abilities, fighting thoroughly hard when we face trials and 
tribulations that come our way. Some people want perfection, and to be the 
best - the conqueror of all others. Whatever we desire for ourselves, the path 
we travel on is paved with uncertainties. Unexpected, desirable and 
undesirable events happen intermittently, bringing spontaneous joy or 
engendering bitter sorrow. Fear and anxiety are not totally avoidable. In times 
of disappointment with events or with people, how would your reaction be? 

".".w Economy e.,.1l 
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What do you see in the picture? A speeding train? Well, it is the New 
Economy Express! 

Its promise? An exhilarating ride with ever changing scenic views along 
the way that challenge your imagination about what is to come in the horiwn. 
As in anything exciting and inviting, there is no shortage of people who crave 
for a ride. Some manage to get on board; others are left behind at the station 
rueful about their missed opportunities at getting a seat. 

As the train speeds on its journey, its passengers congratulate 
themselves on their good fortune to see the world sweeping by as their once 
familiar and sheltered surroundings, together with kith and kin, recede swiftly 
into the distance behind. It is not only the gap of physical distance that is 
widening at the awesome speed of the Train, but also the mental and emotional 
detachments of a people divided by the reality that the New Economy Express is 
unable to cater fairly to everyone's desire for a ride. 

Meanwhile, at each new station stop, a fresh set of people rush and 
jostle for whatever standing space there remains. The law of the jungle comes 
into play, the fittest succeed and the less fit are bumped off in an alien 
environment - to swim or sink or crawl their way back home. 
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Roy Ang Chan Yoke Meng Ronnie Lim James Tan Wilfred Kao 

Pastor Michael Christian receiving some gifts from Redeemer Church 
for the Nias Orphans. He brought these gifts, which comprise a 

..,.l~ sewing machine and some alarm clocks among other things, to the 
['I r Nias children in his latest trip there in May 2000. .. 
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